vicinity of the ancient settlement of Pelusium, and Suez in the south, close to the ancient town of Clysma (near Ptolemaic Arsinoe or Cleopatris). 2 In Antiquity, eastward-bound cargoes had to be unloaded from Mediterranean ships and reloaded onto riverboats in harbours located near one of the mouths of the Nile,3 possibly at Alexandria, then shipped upstream to Middle or Upper Egypt, unloaded from the riverboats and loaded onto pack animals (camels, mules, donkeys) or carts for the desert stretch, and then unloaded and reloaded onto oceangoing ships.4 By comparison, the crossing on land over the Isthmus of Suez would have saved the trip up-river, one transfer, and the uphill-downhill stretch in the Eastern Desert. Logistical supply was also easier to provide because of the proximity of the above-mentioned settlements and others located in the Eastern Delta and the Wadi Tumilat.
The question is why ancient traders would have chosen the more difficult desert road across the hills while an easier albeit longer path was available.5 This question becomes even more relevant considering the fact that some ancient sources report-or allude to-the existence of a man-made waterway running from the Nile to the Gulf of Suez, known in Roman times as Trajan's Canal. These written sources, epigraphical,6 literary,7 and papyrological,8 are supported by some rather ambiguous archaeological evidence spread over
